The Wave Scheduling System

	Time
	Original Physician 
	Physician  Wave
	Learner Wave

	 
	Schedule
	Schedule
	Schedule

	9:00 - 9:15
	Patient A
	Patient B
	Patient A

	9:15 - 9:30
	Patient B
	Patient A
	Patient A

	9:30 - 9:45
	Patient C
	Patient C
	Writes note on A

	9:45 - 10:00
	Patient D
	Patient E
	Patient D

	10:00 - 10:15
	Patient E
	Patient D
	Patient D

	10:15 - 10:30
	Patient F
	Patient F
	Writes note on D


Wave scheduling allows the preceptor to see the same number of patients as conventional scheduling but allows for the lengthier visit where the student is involved.

(For those of us who tend to run late in the office, much the same effect can be obtained simply by booking the first two patients of the morning or afternoon at the same time, and leaving a gap in the second appointment slot)

Adapted from Alguire P et al. Teaching in your office; a guide to instructing medical students and residents. American College of Physicians. 2001. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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